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we find a true aphorism in the sentence ' The Contempt of
good Reputation is called Impudence.' Milton's prose
reflections are almost all too ample, and too amply
embroidered, for us to call him an ' aphorismer,' in a word
of his own coining. The following sentences may, however,
be quoted :

Kings most commonly, though strong in Legions, are
but weak at Arguments.

They who have put out the people's eyes, reproach
them of their blindness.

The giddy favour of a mutining Rout is as dangerous
as their fury.

One demanding how God employed Himself before
the world was made, had answer, that He was making
Hell for curious questioners.

Truth never comes into the World, but like a Bastard,
to the ignominy of him that brought her forth.

Sir Thomas Browne is more deserving of the appellation
of an aphorist; for though most of his meditations
hover on vast and dusty wings, they are sometimes brief
and pointed, as in the famous phrase : ' There is all
Africa and her prodigies in us'; and they bear upon
them his grave and ironic expression, with now and
then the solemn, and yet whimsical smile with which
he would sometimes gaze upon the world and its follies.

The vices we scoff at in others, laugh at us within.

There's another man within me that's angry with
me.

Too many there be to whom a dead enemy smells
well, and who find musk and amber in revenge.

The Religion of one seems madness unto another.

Affection should not be too sharp-eyed, and love is
not to be made by magnifying glasses.

If things were seen as they truly are, the beauty of
bodies would be much abridged.